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TOPICS IN THE NEWS:  
2021 in Review (December 2021) 
INTRODUCTION 
As the second year of the pandemic closes, it is time to look back on how some of the ‘timely topics’ we 
covered in 2021 have moved forward – or sideways.  We have linked our original Timely Topic and provided 
new links on recent developments.  We look forward to presenting you with a new slate of topics for 2022! 

If you need assistance accessing any of these resources linked in this document or need more information, 
please contact the Library of Michigan at librarian@michigan.gov or by phone at 517-335-1477. 

UPDATES BY TOPIC 

Marijuana 
Our previous Timely Topic ‘The P(l)ot Thickens:  The Legalization of Marijuana in Michigan’ focused primarily 
on recreational marijuana, but recent developments relate to new legislation that has opened a schism of 
sorts within the marijuana industry between caregivers and corporate growers.  
 
“What’s all the fuss about caregiver cannabis in Michigan?” Lansing City Pulse, Sept. 23, 2021. 
“MCMA Head Escorted from Tense Hearing on Marijuana Caregiver Bills”, Gongwer, Oct. 5, 2021. 
NCSL Town Hall : State Cannabis Regulation, Oct. 6, 2021. 
 
School Based Mental Health 
Support for mental health services in schools has grown, but the tragedy at Oxford High School magnifies the 
need to continue to address the tenuous state of mental health among youth. 
 

“Meeting the Mental Health Needs of Michigan Youth ... ”, Citizens Research Council of Michigan, June 2021. 
“K-12 Budget Signed, Praised As 'Transformational Investment”, Gongwer , July 13, 2021. 
“Michigan is expanding mental health services in schools...”, Second Wave Michigan, Sept. 16, 2021. 
 
OSB 
Online sports betting continues to grow in Michigan and elsewhere, but the conversation about the cost v. 
gains remains open-ended. Recent legislative developments focus on closing tax loopholes on gambling losses. 
 
“Michigan Sports Betting Passes $500 Million ...“, PlayMichigan.com, Dec. 16, 2021. 
“Online betting's rapid growth comes with a price for some", Crain’s Detroit Business, Dec. 17, 2021. 
“MI Legislature Approves Bill To Allow Tax Deductions For Betting Losses”, Play Michigan.com, Dec. 15, 2021. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_Legalization_of_Marijuana_January_2021_712500_7.pdf
https://www.lansingcitypulse.com/stories/whats-all-the-fuss-about-caregiver-cannabis-in-michigan,18265
https://ms-my.facebook.com/NCSLorg/videos/town-hall-state-cannabis-regulations-actions/985474358977670/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_School_Based_Mental_Health_Services_March_2021_720590_7.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrcmich.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FYouth-Mental-Health-Crisis-Final-1.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBartlettB%40michigan.gov%7C85eed2b7242340a78f9908d9c4c6b55f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637757179981382020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Wjp%2BhYSvMXbJb1aW5MRkm7DOQwOxr6YGnJQIDKClxTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gongwer.com%2Fnews%2F%3Farticle_ID%3D601340103&data=04%7C01%7CBartlettB%40michigan.gov%7C85eed2b7242340a78f9908d9c4c6b55f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637757179981382020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3mJbJi5pU80cNv1zN%2FqxNF%2FSHSqgtttYVV3xHq%2FK4Dc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/features/trailssel09162021.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_OSB_April_2021_724026_7.pdf
https://www.playmichigan.com/michigan-sports-betting-record-handle-500-million-november-2021/
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/health-care/online-bettings-rapid-growth-comes-growth-gambling-addiction?utm_source=morning-newsletter-friday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20211217&utm_content=article1-headline
https://www.playmichigan.com/michigan-legislature-bill-allows-tax-deductions-betting-losses/
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Electric Vehicles 
After a splashy reveal and boost from President Biden in May 2021, the EV industry charged ahead, though 
Michigan was sidelined when it came time for Ford to choose a ‘shovel-ready’ site for a new plant. Industry 
and state leaders look to incentives and partnerships to grapple with a lack of infrastructure and rare earth 
materials supply chains that are key to the success of the electric vehicle. 
 
“Ford didn't give Michigan shot at new electric plants, Whitmer says”, MLive, Sept. 30, 2021. 
“Whitmer to Legislature: Time to re-arm MEDC with new 'tools',...” Crain's Detroit Business, Oct. 6, 2021. 
“Whitmer wants EV charging circuit around Lake Michigan” Detroit Free Press,  Sept. 9, 2021.  
“Whitmer: Michigan can take lead in electric vehicle highway, job training”, Bridge Michigan, Sept. 22, 2021. 
“Whitmer: Agencies Mobilizing Federal Funding for EV Infrastructure”, Gongwer, Dec 6, 2021. 
 
Tourism 
Prior to the appearance of the omicron variant, tourism in Michigan showed signs of rallying, but the recent 
surge and subsequent impact on professional sports league schedules, Broadway shows, and international 
restrictions is complicating holiday travel plans.  
   
“Muskegon summer tourism ‘rebounding’ after taking a hit in 2020” , MLive.com, Oct. 7, 2021. 
“Michigan Matters: Will Tourism Rebound as the Pandemic’s Grip Lessens?”, CBS Detroit, July 2, 2021. 
“Should travelers rethink holidays plans with the arrival of the omicron variant?”, WXYZ Detroit, Dec. 21, 2021. 
 
Expungement 
As the first effective date of Michigan’s ‘clean slate laws’ nears, legal advocates and local governments 
continue to develop programs to help citizens navigate the expungement process. 
  
“Expungement program launches to help Kent County residents ...”, MLive.com, Nov. 27, 2021. 
“Ypsilanti approves grant for marijuana expungement program”, The Eastern Echo, Nov. 22, 2021. 
Clean slate for Michigan, Safe & Just Michigan. 
 
The Great Resignation 
The quits keep coming, but at least at a slowed pace.  The Job Openings and Labor Turnover Summary (JOLTS) 
for October 2021 was down to 2.8 percent, from September’s record high of 3.0 percent.  That puts it on par 
with rates seen over the summer. 
 
"Employees Still Quitting Jobs at High Rate", Small Business News, Dec. 13, 2021. 
JOLTS – October 2021, Bureau of Labor Statistics Press Release, Dec. 18, 2021. 
“COVID’s Effect on Retirement in the U.S”, Michigan Journal of Economics, Nov. 22, 2021. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_EV_May_2021_726710_7.pdf
https://www.bridgemi.com/business-watch/michigan-wants-lead-us-electric-vehicles-ford-turned-elsewhere
https://apnews.com/article/technology-business-michigan-9138062d23d9b2ca650b769a667850b1
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2021/10/five-midwest-states-form-electric-vehicle-pact/185813/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/general-motors/2021/10/06/gm-ge-look-develop-rare-earth-materials-supply-chain/6019032001/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/general-motors/2021/10/06/gm-ge-look-develop-rare-earth-materials-supply-chain/6019032001/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fpublic-interest%2F2021%2F09%2Fford-didnt-give-michigan-shot-at-new-electric-plants-whitmer-says.html&data=04%7C01%7Cbartlettb%40michigan.gov%7C1da09884b972492b4a9e08d9840f9c5c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637686024849356297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wVbTl64DVpRQ6SDSR2uIVFtwgaLm6ArSl1iKFBtWqMc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainsdetroit.com%2Fgovernment%2Fwhitmer-legislature-time-re-arm-medc-new-tools-after-losing-ford-ev-battery-plants&data=04%7C01%7Cbartlettb%40michigan.gov%7C9ebe6a28ede04237b9be08d988ca2823%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637691224107929987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ok%2Fl0bXTS5v3WfIJUboJCEDun1Z5CQOY0ASjYnBSYJc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/2021/09/22/whitmer-ev-charging-network-lake-michigan/5814763001/?utm_source=National+Conference+of+State+Legislatures&utm_campaign=d35990da24-Today_Sept_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1716623089-d35990da24-377770084
https://www.bridgemi.com/business-watch/whitmer-michigan-can-take-lead-electric-vehicle-highway-job-training
https://www.gongwer.com/news/index.cfm?Article_ID=602350110
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_Sept_2021_Tourism_On_the_Road_to_Recovery_735042_7.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DAqRhFZ3LkSdq6TtLTKpbnGwYw8EJFP6OFP1pmvV3I8-2FRrYQru1Db4K45p4DvGmvYYml8YpiOXDOGLOHPW73UV76o4Yn10jE-2FAbKpHW2YZdDoeV50oqcgNJJ13Iw93ZSRkj4bmCBectMSUD9Yur7Ws5PI2P1bOBEr-2Bm8tkamtq3uZz3LAXvpH2w3fUGLQOMhjisMrB4L0iVb0ChCzJD60xtFlhTtg-2FtYI5OWE8M-2BC3EcGA5eHBPMJ09pg9RN7p76hGUkx7oG-2BYvfL-2BgwrIe2vJqMcw7ryldpgiK-2BpqRsHr5p7eQ7aImubm4ZRYvL-2Btz4h-2BbFO-2BoE7PkBSbyYa84J4uMPnrxq9JYknjPHYSgnpbBvByimjfrDGHa33yZ0FZZF0tQ7XykBAMWwjZS1PILGymbSz0nS-2FqD4U-2B5QoMUy5dacIA9yLe468gWlilDVO9jVV5ev3jZYue-2FlUPNOJL-2FNxx-2B0LWRpB-2FS-2BIk7MDpfKrblZp6AXObAD4y7mUB28vXYjkLF9HLfbpwjhCiTqiyscZ9XPkVyidankRGaSGFWaRtYmaH2Y7Svrve2zH3wY4LA42MFVAQKL-2FgZJOyf4U9PCoAQ5DuTy217Y1MSYkTSFYmoeyQEiFFaVSu5DrVdR1OjnCCk5rfUBTh99upnOq0FETqw88pbXlha70DTpYyVPV7bOPolVmJTTWzjPkYYtChjTCsMQOR8MRZPUeuZYAzhGG5TJZDu-2Br3c82O9XNj7C0Dx18ePt9hjk0S5HED7wYNAisp-2BiMkr3RKhgg9FZAFTQvgQ-3D-3Dk94R_MPJZYxa49ougtiwE0LifuyzYDuhvHFCHRly86zl2xKS9H0nrLnfA9Czf-2FxiXYXGvacT7FOeaGjc3NQnt3eLpDieNsyRqfDDR6zADhjmwRQr6v1sq43FUloSzMtwrY6bFJD88SRdIb2G9ERxfntLSIOB7Gp3BztsoaOGE1c5Pp3ZoXpeku7hVaj-2FhFduHNHVMZ-2Bul6zxSZNjceWda1m81m9Ew5uLEXi9SHNETY-2BONVzGOVO1YWY71k4VahJVo4vmGTmlXvho9-2BO-2FA15n3xkFaA7e9l7F-2Br7jvTVNVEtu7bEw7X7vAQgFSRPOTFE2T9nTuipcmSkjDEg6BnWtpZh6ylMgX8TbUng7IyFi7g9OtwOimKUEJOfSCkxBOa-2Fc1zVPB&data=04%7C01%7Cbartlettb%40michigan.gov%7Ce4f2d0e7e643402c4fd608d989deb642%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637692412001820177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1TpiqIjcgN8ELW6%2BbOgNAUzJdfSEPIv1uUa%2BwSNf7Cs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DAqRhFZ3LkSdq6TtLTKpbnGwYw8EJFP6OFP1pmvV3I8-2FRrYQru1Db4K45p4DvGmvYYml8YpiOXDOGLOHPW73UV4x3-2FefqBLmF6Xx9cvl1fPIzHX01KrY3bAybUgJQzXh1dzrxYvY21D6yipS6hJHMjwjPfxLTLlRanGrzABshQRN4sz6ug5nIj-2FA2jtOaRkcFAWeNHpgfjMB3vVjZSQOc8AELDDBc0SLd6CzMvLFoTjaD7PrfKC3bJdr-2FNv-2BWrE9d0vlRGZ6d7WCIfjHorAjXc6ckktdRPTXVdfRIugCj4Kt1ukEAsGRxYhFYklMv-2B-2BcUMNr19GroWw9Cezorx32p-2Bf6W7EUXy0nUriqmbOpLFW3v8A5a-2Baltrk26JPEqdUYkloNm3H-2B3Sy1YiQavKk09ln-2FeJKxxdTOc7dYA-2BPtBpuzPqI-2BmNptl-2F-2Fc6nw9LQfhLkWIurvCFXNk5JGjCaVaN-2B54CqzA4Y1z101iaKORfHko2LCxNQT78iEZi6zfM-2FgdVCNLkc3znLOKvqGYlrYX-2B2xJPkNCFRpmefd4YhTmbG1j21h9df0LBz-2FEEJ8TxvODkyURKlVPHgaA9KS9R7qEer2BwfKDVoeQYOcy7yZdG0CagKGDAmU-2B7LJQt-2FiOXVBp-2B6jJcDDjey23-2BgnbhfcLbH6Qz-2BMiAyxZMk9NkExulXiaoZoCHC1iz1RRS0aOYPsUXccc8oduMqwHSlYcJPoKRjOFjQDl-2Fq1bpT5oieK7ou0TReQlBPUs6gzlPKZ6cXekt4zac_lU2-2FiGzWHvqNfZA-2B-2BCVh-2BwnaDRw2laW2-2FbDW4-2B6cU2PD3s4c8XYZFf-2BDqvmIYAaPencPXOevPXr-2BU5aZPPd52UYmFtaAKWcSPNDfZtzAU-2F2C3b1KQ8hm1-2FuRpRunALsgZQSQoa3AG0PHulrQFSqPcGFys0bQtf5jawJTxenEXOIKcABRGrtE-2BZ6s6Y93dPiFLzuIrZyPvL80zYP-2Fy93btN3CwrffL9Z0rKmaEy0XK-2FCZxMNszvGbPFB8Bi1-2FeksEHix7FbuQI-2BVvnp7UfLgwNIwburjXaF3l666CtWdaCi1-2BFVcLznySDZqGHUDnlAO3vBjxI7Pd0l7xdzir7PnOFOdE2fisYiNjIHU6NqO-2B5Splm7pQv5wwbxNrjiwrjcIF&data=04%7C01%7Cbartlettb%40michigan.gov%7C65fa654c01134a52310408d94160fbaa%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637612710642456316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=pzg0mJwjfiWVu6%2FdZudLLdSKNZ7Vn1gzaOiYGeqKNow%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wxyz.com/money/consumer/dont-waste-your-money/should-travelers-rethink-holiday-plans-with-the-arrival-of-the-omicron-variant
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billanalysis/House/pdf/2021-HLA-4219-813A3759.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_Expungement_October_2021_738115_7.pdf
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2021/11/expungement-program-launches-to-help-kent-county-residents-clear-their-criminal-records.html
http://www.easternecho.com/article/2021/11/ypsilanti-approves-grant-for-marijuana-expungement-program
https://www.safeandjustmi.org/our-work/clean-slate-for-michigan/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/libraryofmichigan/LM_Timely_Topics_The_Great_Resignation_November_2021_741858_7.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bls.gov%2Fnews.release%2Fjltst.nr0.htm&data=04%7C01%7CBartlettB%40michigan.gov%7C85eed2b7242340a78f9908d9c4c6b55f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637757179981391976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZKkQcD88mWN%2Bw5TKgO1tu75ixL4leRVLve8EmuUIVbs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmallbiztrends.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fgreat-resignation-update-employees-still-quitting.html&data=04%7C01%7CBartlettB%40michigan.gov%7C85eed2b7242340a78f9908d9c4c6b55f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637757179981391976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DayGu61lQs4sYptxOIkQbDF6vpjOEcUGcKCH8Pf%2FMlk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bls.gov%2Fnews.release%2Fpdf%2Fjolts.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBartlettB%40michigan.gov%7C85eed2b7242340a78f9908d9c4c6b55f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637757179981401921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uMRVVAohaZkS9TDc1I8GJ%2BYGKuY8War%2Byumko0UDvPo%3D&reserved=0
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/mje/2021/11/22/covids-effect-on-retirement-in-the-u-s/
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